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Dan Stone shows that many 
Shoah survivors had two liberations: 
the first when their Nazi guards 
disappeared and the second after 
prolonged confinement in displaced 
persons camps.

The Nazi camps 
brought abuse, tor-
ment, starvation 
and death. The DP 
camps, most of 
them in Germany 
— adding insult to 
injury — brought 
confinement, dis-
couragement and 
despair. As before 
the war, Jews want-
ed to leave but had 
almost nowhere to 
go.

“After the tre-
mendous elation of having survived 
came the sobering realization that 
one had lost everything — family, 
home, everything,” said survivor 
Anita Lasker-Wallfisch. “One had 
to start over again.” 

Stone divides The Liberation of 
the Camps about equally between 
the two kinds, first telling us how 
uncommon was the popular image 
of Jews in striped uniforms jubi-
lantly welcoming the first Allied 
soldiers, then focusing on survivors’ 
“existential angst of discovering 
that their families had been killed, 
that they alone remained,” and the 

continued isolation of Jews that 
lasted for years. 

Stone, a modern history professor 
at the University of London, writes 
simply and clearly, basing his superb 
book “largely on survivor testimony, 
written and spoken, of which there is 
now a vast amount.” Source notes, 
bibliography and index run 53 pages 
of small type.

For many survivors, “liberation” 
was quiet. Guards vanished from 
camps, workplaces or death marches 

and death trains — 
journeys of starva-
tion and sickness. 
Of 714,000 inmates 
recorded in January 
1945, at least one 
third were dead by 
war’s end, Stone 
says.

Many of those 
still in camps were 
too sick to cele-
brate. British troops 
reaching Bergen-
Belsen on April 15, 
1945, were stunned 
by 10,000 unburied 

bodies, prisoners so weak they 
couldn’t move and barracks floors 
six inches deep in feces. After lib-
eration, 13,000 died.

“Liberation freed [survivors] 
from Nazi rule, but not from its ef-
fects,” Stone says, calling liberation 
a process over time that for some 
was very long.

Said survivor Micheline Maurel: 
“Each survivor has brought his camp 
back with him” mentally. Said Trude 
Levi: “The general assumption is 
that for the survivor, normal life… 

Lorin Cohen, an accomplished jazz 
bassist and composer, recently re-
leased his debut album as a leader. 
Home (Origin Records) features eight 
songs written by Cohen, which 
celebrate his hometown musical roots 
in Chicago and his current home in 
New York City. The third influence in 
Cohen’s music is the Caribbean, 
which inspires several tunes, 
including the lilting “Saudade,” with 
contributions from steel pan virtuoso 
Victor Provost and French harmonica 
player Yvonnick Prene. Cohen makes 
the bass sing; and he gets strong 
support from Ryan Cohan, keyboards; 
Joe Locke, vibraphone;  Donald 
Edwards, drums; and Samuel Torres, 
percussion. Cohen’s experience 
backing Locke, Cohan and acclaimed 
jazz pianist Monty Alexander (a native 
of Jamaica), in the studio and on world 
tours, bears fruit in this dazzling 
album. — M.S.

Bassist Lorin Cohen
debuts as bandleader

Two liberations
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marriage equality ruling
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Iran skeptics draw dueling red lines

By RON KAMPEAS

WASHINGTON (JTA) — How 
often do you get the opportunity to 
pack “109 years,” #LoveWins and the 
rainbow colors into 140 characters?

That’s how the American Jewish 
Committee celebrated the Supreme 
Court ruling last Friday extending 
marriage rights to gays throughout 
the United States.

“For 109 years AJC has stood for 
liberty and human rights,” its Tweet 
said. “Today is a happy day for that 
proud tradition #LoveWins.” It was 
punctuated with a heart emoticon 
splashed orange, yellow, green, blue 
and purple — the gay pride colors.

The AJC’s Tweet was emblematic 
of the glee with which much of the 
Jewish establishment reacted to the 
ruling.

The Anti-Defamation League, in its 
own Tweet, left out its age (102) but 
also got in the hashtag, #LoveWins, 
and that funny little heart.

Thirteen Jewish groups, among 
them organizations representing the 
Reform, Reconstructionist and Con-
servative streams, were among the 25 

joining the amicus brief the ADL filed 
in Obergefell v. Hodges.

The preeminence of Jewish groups 
among those backing the litigants was 
not a surprise. In recent decades, much 
of the Jewish establishment has em-
braced gay marriage as a right equiva-
lent to the others it has advocated, 
including racial equality, religious 
freedoms and rights for women.

Multiple groups, in their 
statements, cited the passage 
in Genesis that states humans 
were created “in the image of 
God,” which has for decades 
been used by Jewish civil 
rights groups to explain their 
activism.
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Same-sex marriage supporters celebrate outside the Supreme Court 
on June 26. 

In recent decades, much of the Jewish
establishment has embraced gay marriage

as a right equivalent to others it has advocated
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By RON KAMPEAS

WASHINGTON (JTA) — In nuclear talks 
between Iran and the major powers, it’s deadline 
time, and skeptics on both sides are laying out 
red lines in a bid to shape a final deal.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s supreme leader 
who had been wary of the talks, last week outlined 
his own expectations for the deal — and where 
there would be no compromise.

On the American side, a five-point 
memo circulated by the American Is-
rael Public Affairs Committee has been 
influential in shaping how Congress 
and others are pressing the Obama 
administration.

Among the contentious issues are 
the period that restrictions must stay in 
place and how much Iran must reveal 
of its nuclear past.

News Analysis

As the AJW went to press, officials on 
both sides said that the talks being held 
in Vienna, Austria, would stretch for a 
week or so beyond Tuesday’s deadline.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, whose adamant rejection of 
the emerging deal informs the AIPAC 
talking points, said Sunday that his 
skepticism was only increasing.

“This agreement is going from a bad agreement 
to a worse agreement, and is becoming worse by 
the day,” Netanyahu told his Cabinet.

Khamenei’s June 23 broadside to Iranian 
government officials and AIPAC’s memo, “Five 
Requirements for a Good Deal,” circulating 
for about a month, are being treated by experts 
on the talks as baselines for must-convince 
skeptics in both countries: the religious 
establishment in Iran and Congress in the United 

States. Under legislation passed in May, Congress 
gets an up or down vote on a deal.

“The AIPAC fact sheet is influential,” said 
Daryl Kimball, the executive director of the Arms 
Control Association, a think tank monitoring 
the talks. “It’s a nice, colorful, simple format — 
and AIPAC has tremendous reach.”

Congressional insiders say the AIPAC 
memo features prominently in conversations 
lawmakers from both parties are having with 
administration officials.

It has also influenced other American groups 
seeking a say in the process. A letter last week 
organized by the Washington Institute for Near 

East Policy setting out concerns about 
the emerging deal and signed by 18 for-
mer government officials has a similar 
five-point format, as does a fact sheet 
by J Street that seeks to counter some 
of AIPAC’s points.

David Harris, the American Jewish 
Committee’s executive director, said 
that the inclusion of former Obama 
Iran policy officials like Gary Sa-
more, Dennis Ross and Robert Einhorn 
among the Washington Institute letter 
signers signified increasing disquiet 
with the deal.

“We’re not talking about those who 
can be put in a corner and depicted as 
warmongers or neoconservatives,” he 
said. “This is a very balanced, moderate 
group of people who believe as AJC has 
long believed that we can do better at 
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Ayatollah Ali Khameini, the supreme leader of Iran, and 
AIPAC are seen as must-convince skeptics for their re-
spective sides in the talks about Iran’s nuclear program. 

As a deadline approaches, both sides lay out 
their own expectations for a nuclear deal
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