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LORIN COHEN 
Birdland
May 21
There are few things that feel as 
quintessentially New York as going 
out for a jazz show. Sure, things have 
changed since the days when Charlie 
Parker was a regular at Hell’s Kitchen 
hangouts, but the world’s top jazz 
musicians can still be found freestyling 
around the city on any given night, from 
Harlem to the West Village. And we’ve 
got a great jazz club right here in our 
‘hood, with Birdland. This month, stop 
in to see Lorin Cohen. The acclaimed 
bassist will be playing favorites from 
his debut album, Home. See him at the 
legendary club which, during its lifetime, 
has seen jazz legends from The Bird 
himself, to Miles Davis, to Thelonious 
Monk. (As an audience member, you’re in 
the esteemed company of music-loving 
celebs of yore including Frank Sinatra 
and Marlene Dietrich.)
www.birdlandjazz.com
 
FROM DUSSELDORF
Sean Kelly Gallery
May 8 - June 20
In addition to our usual theater events 
round-up, we thought we’d throw this 
art show into the mix this month. Sean 
Kelly Gallery, on 10th Ave - 36th/37th 
St, presents established artists’ work, 
particularly installations or performance-
based work. This month, it’s From 
Dusseldorf, by Candida Hofer. This is the 
German photographer’s first showing in 
the space. The exhibition will consist of 
her photographs of Dusseldorf, a town 
where Hofer studied and came into her 
own as an artist. The show’s description 
says: “Höfer’s latest compositions 
focus primarily on architectural detail 
and structure, color and form, utilizing 
extreme angles and close-ups to 
interrogate abstract forms.” Try to 
get there for the opening night of the 

HOME IN THE HOOD
It’s summer, people! No excuses for staying in. History is being made 
on our doorstep, and Hillary Reeves would hate you to miss out

exhibition on Thursday, May 7.  
Hofer will be present for the showing 
from 6pm to 8pm.
www.skny.com

THE OTHER THING
2nd Stage Theatre
May 12 - June 7
With the X Files reboot heading our 
way, plus the fantastic-ness that is 
paranormal crime dramas like True 
Detective, we’re psyched to see the 
genre make its way to the New York 
stage. In The Other Thing, what begins 
as the protagonist’s routine pursuit of 
a journalistic lead turns into way more 
than she’s bargained for. She gets caught 
up in tracking down phantoms alongside 
a father-son team of ghost hunters about 
whom she’d been reporting.

We’d especially recommend buying 
tickets to attend one of 2nd Stage’s Talk 
& Taste events. On select evenings this 
month, audience members can stick 
around after the show for a talkback 
with members of the creative team. Plus, 
enjoy snacks from Hell’s Kitchen-area 
food providers. What better excuse do 
you need, right?
www.2st.com

WHAT I DID LAST SUMMER
Signature Theatre
April 28 - June 7
When we heard the title of this one, part 
of us hoped and prayed it would be a 
stage show prequel to 1997 slasher 
film classic I Know What You Did Last 
Summer. Turns out we were way off, but 
that’s probably for the best.

What I Did Last Summer is actually the 
second piece in AR Gurney’s residency 
at Signature. The play, set during a 
1940s summer, involves a family coping 

with the uneasiness of having a father/
spouse off at war. 

Acting as a single mother to two 
teenagers, Grace tries to keep up 
appearances when her son befriends the 
outcast in their Lake Erie vacation town. 
But things get set off-balance precisely 
as she attempts to find some peace and 
normalcy during the tumultuous time in 
her family’s life. 

One of our faves, Kristine Nielsen, is 
set to co-star.
www.signaturetheatre.org

Above: AR Gurney 
continues his 
residency at 
Signature with What 
I Did Last Summer. 
Left: Slash strikes  
a pose with his  
co-Conspirators.
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“The world’s top jazz 
musicians can still 

be found freestyling 
around the city on 

any given night.”
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“The play, set during 
a 1940s summer, 
involves a family 
coping with the 
uneasiness of having 
a father/spouse off  
at war.”

SLASH FEATURING 
MYLES KENNEDY AND THE 
CONSPIRATORS
Terminal 5
May 7
For whatever reason, it’s never been 
tricky to re-live the 1980s as a New 
Yorker. You can attend an awesome 
prom set in that decade, take a tour 
of the sites seen in When Harry Met 
Sally, or hear all your favorite hair metal 
tunes at a variety of Broadway and Off-
Broadway shows… not to mention, every 
two minutes, someone is singing Don’t 
Stop Believing in an East Village karaoke 
bar. But for those of you craving a more 
authentic blast from the hairspray-
fogged past, now’s your chance. Slash – 
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yes, of Guns N’ Roses fame – will touch 
down in Hell’s Kitchen this month, with 
Terminal 5 as a stop on his World on Fire 
Tour. The top hat-wearing maestro looks 
like he hasn’t aged a minute since his 
Sweet Child O’ Mine days and we’re sure 
he, with the help of Myles Kennedy and 
the Conspirators, won’t disappoint.
www.terminal5nyc.com

THE QUALMS 
Playwrights Horizons
May 22 - July 12
Remember a little play called Clybourne 
Park from a few years back? The 
masterpiece (if you ask this writer) 
followed the same home through two 
different generations, illuminating how 
one building, over the course of 50 years, 
remained the constant in a rotating tide 
of evolving race relations. The play, by 
Bruce Norris, premiered at Playwrights 
Horizons back in 2010 and eventually 
won the honor of Best Play when it 
transitioned to Broadway in 2012. All 
that’s to say, Norris’ next endeavor 
hits PH this month and, if history is 
any indicator, this is one to catch. 
Norris has a gift for turning over tricky 
topics through characters’ personal 
experiences, so we look forward to 
seeing how he tackles the subject 
 
 
 

matter promised in The Qualms –
swingers and sexuality in the ‘burbs.
www.playwrightshorizons.org

BILLY IDOL
Pier 97
May 29
Ah, New York in the summertime … when 
every pier and park turns into a hub for 
concerts and movie showings. Sure, 
we’re the city that never sleeps and if you 
make it here you can make it anywhere. 
But we’d like to petition for a new NYC 
slogan. Something along the lines of 
“if it’s May or June, there absolutely IS 
a show in your neighborhood park, so 
make sure you get yourself a decent 
picnic blanket”. 

All joking aside, Billy Idol is a pretty 
neat concert to plan for if you’re marking 
your calendars. Find him at Pier 97 in 
late May, meaning he’ll be one of the 
first shows in the area – definitely a 

Above: Billy Idol 
- moody as ever. 
Left: Bruce Norris 
returns to Playwrights 
Horizons.

“The proceeds 
from this concert 
will support all the 
free events planned 
for the rest of the 
summer.”
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perfect way to kick off the season. Plus, 
the proceeds from this concert, which 
is co-presented by Hudson River Park 
and Live Nation, will support all the free 
events they’ve got planned for the rest of 
the summer.
www.hudsonriverpark.org

HELL’S KITCHEN ARTS 
FESTIVAL
May 17 - 19
Hell’s Kitchen sure is a haven for NYC’s 
best artists. With Lincoln Center to our 
north, the Garment District to our south, 
and Broadway all along our eastern 
exterior, it’s no wonder all that talent 
flocks to this historic neighborhood. 
Presumably this is what inspired the 
Hell’s Kitchen Arts Festival, which enters 
its fifth year this month.

The festival is completely free and 
supports arts and artists of all shapes, 
sizes, and disciplines. Artists present 
their work in theaters, galleries, studios, 
local businesses – even their own 
homes! Plus, the festival is conveniently 
timed to correspond with the 9th Avenue 
International Food Festival, so you can 
get your nosh on while you enjoy all that 
the neighborhood’s artists have to offer. 
(Don’t forget to support the festival, if 
you can. They’re currently accepting 
donations.)
www.artistsinthekitchen.org
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